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ich, if countenance and encouraged, will 
not only promote and in vigorate the Exe- 
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-T 1 E 1 of hs allowing Scheme had 
the Pleaſure of tranſacting ſome Buſineſs | 
for a Society of well-diſpoſed People, who lau- 
dibly endeavoured to extrieate themſelves, and 
—— others from exerciſing their Trades or 
F on the Lord's Day; but what was at 
firſt a Pleaſure, did ere long become a very diſ- 
agreeable Concern to him, to fee Endeavours ſo 
truly Praiſe-worthy ſo much baffled and inter- 
- come by irreligious and perverſe Impediments; 
yet the Author was not ſo much diſcouraged 


at what had happened, but that he turned his 
Thoughts to Ways and Means to remedy tha 


Evil that happened, which he -hath —4 thn 
gether here, to the beſt of his Capacity. The 
Introduction to this Work is defigned for the 
Edification of ſuch who have — culpably 


negligent in not acquiring a true and clear Idea 


ef the Nature, End and Deſign of the Sab- . 


bath, and thereby to induce them to counte- . 


nance and 1 n the > Undertaking; and is 
a8 follows, | 


5 
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The INTRODUCTION. 
TF HAT the . Immenſity, the Cw 


tor of all Things, could have compleated 


the Creation by a fingte Act of his Will in an 


Inſtant, is naturally implied in the Attribute of 


Omnipotence. The End and Deſign of the 


Almighty Creator in lengthening out the Work 


of the Creation to fix Days, and reſting on the 


ſeventh Day, was, that Mankind might know 


from the divine dictating Example, ſtrictly to 


diſtingniſh between the fix Days appointed him 


for his ſecular Affairs and Tranſactions, and the | | 


ſeventh Day on which he was injoined falutary 
Reſt for his Body, that his Soul might with the 


more. Facility approach its Creator by: divine 
Exerciſes, © Thus the Sabbath was inſtituted i in 


the Infancy of the Creation, and adapted to our 


original Parents, whilſt they. enjoyed an un- 


3 ſinning Rectitude of Soul, as well as afterwards 

to them and their Poſterity i in their lapſed and 

fallen State, as the preſervative Means of God's 

8 Church militant on Earth, and a relative Re- 

ſemblance of God's Church triumphant in 
Heaven, where there is an eternal uninterrupt- 


ed Sabbath of Adoration, Praiſe, and Thankſ- 


Living paid by all bleſſed Spirits to the beatifick 

Viſion. Here we ſee the Neceſſity of this In- 

fſtitution, with the Exiſtence of Mankind to his 

5 demponal, but principally his eternal Welfare. 

12 was inſtituted a N of Reſt, and ſolemn . 
- Comemo- 


1 


5 . Commemoration of the almighty Power of God 


in the Work of the Creation, and'conſequently 


a Conſervator of the true Religion, and the ſa= 


cred Truths, either conveyed from the Begin- | 
ning by Tradition, or afterwards contained in 
the. Old and New Teftament Revelation. By 
this weekly Intervention of a Sabbath, we 
| have ſo many precious Opportunities: of ap- 
proaching the Almighty Creator by frequent 
Devotions, uninterrupted by ſecular Affairs, to- 
gether with the hearing the ſacred Truths of 
4 Revelation, ſet forth, explained, and ap- 
pond to our Practice by proper and Preſſing 
M.-otives and Perſuaſives; and with all this, we 
have the adorable, never-failing. Promiſes of 
God's Preſence in all ſuch Aſſemblies. Thus 
the Sabbath was made for Man, but through a 
monſtrous Infatuation a great Part'of Mankind 
diſregard - that facred Day, which muſt of 
| Courſe give great Scope to the malignant Spirit, 
the indefatigable Enemy of Mankind, who 
_ eagerly catcheth at all Advantages againſt us, 
and maketh the utmoſt Uſe of all Inlets to ſway 
and pervert our Wills into an habitual Depra- 
vity, and if a Separation of Soul and Body hap- 
peneth in that wretched State, then Death is 
no other than a Gate-way to a terrible Eter- 
' nity, which will open upon the polluted Soul, 
and find itfelf for ever ſeparated from the Foun- ; 
| tain of all Purity from whence it came, and 
doomed t to a Share in Torments with thoſe 


x 5 „ wretched 


— 


| * 6 ) | 
bed Sn that fell from the Preſence of 
God through Diſobedience. - . 
So eſſentially neceſſary is is the ions: Ob- | 


: ſervance of the Sabbath to the eternal Felicity 
of Mankind, and as ſuch it hath been, and is 
ſtill revered by our- Legiſlature, who have eſta- 


bliſhed a Law ſtrictly prohibiting the Profana- 


tion of that ſacred Day, and have appointed 


Perſons of different Denominations to inſpe& and | 


detect Offenders, and bound them to their Duty . 


by a ſolemn Oath; but to the eternal Reproach 


of many of thoſe ſo. appointed, who are not only 


indolent and unactive in this their important : 
Duty, but wilfully reverſe their -moſt ſolemn 


Obligations and Engagements in their own 


Practice. But how inſignificant in many Caſes 


is Precept, where Conſcience doth not dictate to 
Duty; an [Inſtance of this Kind doth preſent 
Uſelf to our Conſideration. The Law that 
obligeth Pariſhioners to ſerve Pariſh Offices, is 


often productive of an Unfitneſs of Perſons to 
diſcharge their Duty ſuitable to their moſt ſo- 


lemn Obligations and Engagements; inſomuch 
that when a Perſon of ſtrict Virtue is nomi- 


nated -to ſerve ſuch Offices, he cannot obtain 
the Concurrence of thoſe concerned with him in 


Duty and Office, the conſcientious Perſon is 


then obliged to ſubmit to be over-ruled by thoſe 
iniquitous Examples, it being impracticably 


borthenſome by nent Born 4 as to Time and 


* 
Notwith- 


at 


| 4 7 * 
| Notwithſtanding thoſe parochial Corrpptions, 

we have ſeveral Proofs of the Heartineſs- of - 
many well-diſpoſed People, to extricate them- 
. ſelves from Sundays Slavery, ſuch as their form- 
ing themſelves into Societies the better to put 

the Laws in Execution againſt Offenders ; ſuch 
Aſſociations have been ſeveral Times ſet on 


Foot, and the. good Cauſe eſpouſed with n 


| expenfive Aſſiduity; but they could not ſup- 
port a Continuance, becauſe of the Want of a 
ſufficient Stock as well as a prudential Contri- 
vance, with ſuitable Ways and Means to con- 
duct and approve the ſame, ſo as that the Law 
be equally exerted againſt all viſible Delin- 
nents, ſo far as Authority will ſupport; and 
that ſuch Ways and Means may with Encou- 
ragement be effectually ſet on Foot, is the Drift 
and * of Us e Scheme. F 
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allowed, that the breaking and prof 


greateſt Inlet to Vice and Immorality in all 
their Degrees and Exceſſes; the Laws made to 
ſuppreſs the Profanation of that Sacred Day 


are ſo defective, that there is great Want of 
ſupplementary Additions and Amendments to 
thoſe Laws, with prudential. Ways and Means 


to conduct the ſame, which is the ſole Pur- 


poſe of this Scheme. To this Purpoſe it is 
proper that a Stock be raiſed, either by paro- 
chial Collection, or voluntary Contribution; it 


is for the Want of ſuch a Stock that all for- 
mer Attempts of this Kind have been abortive, 
and will be inevitably ſo, without the Means 
propoſed, becauſe the often repeated Expence 


in Proſecutions, with the great Loſs of Time 


in attending ſuch Proſecutions, proved imprac- 


; ticably burthenſome, and the good Deſign funk 
and * like a "OT _ "i ö 


7 Ne 


uh 


7 ＋ is FOR evident, 7 with TEL 
the Chriſtian Sabbath, or Lord's Day, is the 


can” 


built upon a feeble and rotten Foundation. It 
is to be hoped that all benevolent Lovers of 
Religion, Virtue, Decency, and good Order, of 
all Chriſtian Perſuaſions amongſt us, will be 
ready to begin a Work o . much 
ee 


'L . 


Art. II. There ſeems to be but little to 
doubt, but that the ſame Spirit that induc'd them 
to contribute, will influence them to aſſociate, 
or form themſelves i into Committees or Societies, 
in order to conduct the important Affair which 
will be wanted in the three following Particu- 
lars, vis, that there be a Committee formed 
of the principal Donors, of which Committee 


there ſhall be a Preſident choſen. 


Art. III. That a ſecond Committee be 55 | 
; fon from amongſt the firſt Committee, who 
ſhall by and with the Conſent of the firſt Com- 
mittee take Charge of every Sum or Sums of 
Money ſo collected; and that the ſaid ſecond 

Committee ſhall by the Authority aforeſaid, 
pay, or cauſe to be paid, ſuch Sums of Money 

as may be thought proper to anſwer the De- 
mands and requiſite Occaſions that will be men- 
tioned i in ſome of the ee Articles. 


Art. IV. That as it is ſufficiently evident 
from what hath been obſerved in the latter 
Part of the Introduction, that there will be 
Societies een to anſwer the Ends and Pur- 
B 0 3 PO 


N 0 10) 9 1 5 "ah 
paſes of this Scheme, to act as Co- afüſtants i in“ 
this deſigned Reformation ; therefore it will be 
requiſite that the Stock mentioned in the firſt, 
| ſecond, and third Articles, be applied in the 35 
following Manner, 7, e. All Informants, whe- 
ther they be of united Numbers of People, by 
Way of Societies, or any Individual who is 
* aggrieved in his or her lawful Employment, or 
Way of living, in conſequence of his or her 
ſteady Conformity to the Laws of God and the 
Community, in deſiſting from following their 
Employments on that Sacred Day ; if any ſuch 
Perſon is aggrieved or injured by thoſe that do. 
follow their Employments repugnant to the 
Laws of God and the Community, the injured 
Party may apply to any of the Societies on this 
Footing, and they ſhall be civilly received, their 
Grievance redreſs'd without any Bxpepor or 
2 little Loſs of Time. 5 


Axt. V. That every Thing may be oper.” | 
| 17 conducted to the Purpoſes abovementioned, 
it will be proper that all ſuch Societies acting 
. ee to this Deſign ſhall meet at Houſes 
at proper Diſtances from each other, and that 

_ each ſhall inſpe& Offenders at proper Diſtricts. 
or Diſtances from each other, and that each. 
Society ſhall chuſe a "Our Perſon to act 15 5 
Caſhrer, 8 


Ant VI. That 4 ſhall be a moor viſas: 
ber of e n for the Uſe of ſuch 
— | OA. 
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Art. vn. That ory: Socken W on n 8 : 
' Footing, hall chuſe three of the moſt reput- 


able of their Members to receive ſuch Sums of 


Money of the ſecond Committee, or any Per- 
ſon appointed by them for that Purpoſe, in or- 


der to be paid <2 them to the Caſhier belong- 
ing to their reſpective Societies, and that they 


take a Receipt of the Caſhier for the ſame, 


which muſt be carefully kept, in order to be 


. at the r c Ae of Accounts. ny 


Art. VIII. That for were Reaſons thire 5 
ſhall be a Servant allowed to each Society, 
_ whoſe Buſineſs ſhall be to officiate in all Re- 


ſpects to prevent the Loſs of Time to the 


Members of ſuch Societies ; this, with the often 
repeated Expence in defraying the Expence of 


Alffidavits, Warrants, and Summonſes being all 


to be paid. out of the Members Pockets, beſides 


the Loſs of Time in their Employments. This 


being the Caſe of all former Attempts of this 
Kind, made their Undertaking impracticably 
burthenſome, and conſequently abortive, but will 


* this Article be Roma remedied. 


yy 


Art. IX. That as the gervant of ach Society 
will be to attend all Informants before a Ma- 
giſtrate, it will be neceſſary that the Servant of 


the Ty do receive Money of the Caſhier to 
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(12). 
ben the Expence of Affidavits, Warrants, and 
Summonſes, it is therefore neceſſary that . the 
Servant give a Receipt for what Money he re- 
ceiveth of the Caſhier, and that all Receipts, 


as well as thoſe here mentioned, ſhall be care- 


fully kept n the en Audit of Ac- 
| counts. ph | | 


An. X. That each Society ſball wats their 
Accounts audited on one Day of the Month by 
the Preſident, and a competent Number of 
both Committees; to this Purpoſe it will be 

requiſite, that all Parties tranſacting the Affairs 
in any Affair belonging to this Scheme, ſhall 

take ſpecial Care of the Receipts given and ta- 
ken, in order to be produced at the general 
Audit, by which Means every Particular will 


be adjuſted with Clearneſs, 


Art. XI. T hat as the ae will be at 
2 no Expence for Affidavits, Warrants, and Sum- 
monſes, it is but reaſonable that the Infor- 
mant's Part of the Penalty ought to be paid to 
the Servant of the Society, in order to be reim- 
burſed to the Caſhier, in Return for oo Ex- 
| pence of Aae, Ge . 5 


Art. XII. That no Perſon of Ta” LOG 1 Cha- | 
racter be admitted a Menne of ſuch Socie- 
ties. ; 


: Art, XI, 


0 13 Ty 
t. XIII. That leſs or more of * Mem- 


bers of each Society ſnhall meet at the Society- 


Houſe once every Week, on ſuch a Day or 
Evening as ſhall be appointed, at which Time 
it will be requiſite that the Servant of the 75 

ciety do attend. . 
Art. XIV. That Cum * Har- 
mony may ſubſiſt amongſt ſuch Societies, it will 

be requiſite that two Members of each Society | 


do meet once every Month at a Publick-houſe, 


the moſt commodious for the Societies of this 8 

Kind, that are in and about this Metropolis, or 
any other Place where this Scheme may pre- 
vail, then and there to con er and communicate 
concerning the State and Condition of their re- 
ſpective Societies, and to offer what may occur 


to their Thoughts by way of Improvement, and 
that each two ſhall communicate the ſame to 


* Societies they belon 8 10. a 


Art. XV. That a 8 be preach'd "aki 
every. three Months on the Lord's Day, at 


which Time there (hall be a Collection made 


for the Support of the Stock; the Nature, End 
and Deſign of which will very well afford | 
preſſing Motives and Perſuaſives to any Chri- 
ſtian E -tucs of whatever Perſuaſion 
amongſt. us. 


* 


Art. XVI. 
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5 eſpouſe his Cauſe, as the Law di 
- Caſe, in order to give a Check to all —_ 5 


040 


1 XVI. That in Caſe 3 ta A 
lity of Members of ſuch Societies, who. are 
willing to officiate as Servants in ſuch Societies 
of honeſt and fair Character, they ſhall be ad- 


mitted to ſerve as ſuch for the Lise of three 
8 Months alternately. 


Art. XVII. That i in Caſe ad Tabemawat, 
pecording to this Scheme, is inſulted. or up- 
braided with the Name of Informer, the So- 
ciety to which he made Information = 

n 


ſolence; and the Society ſhall be ſup e 80 
the Expence of the Proſecution by t Stock 
and Order of the NT 8 n Cone 


5 mae. 


Art. XVIII. That the Servant. of My . 


ciety ſhall give Attendance mo Monday „ 
Tueſday, 8955 Eight of the C 
ing in the Summer, and Nine of the Clock in 
EY 11 Winter, till One of the Clock in the Sum- 
mer, and Two in the Winter, to attend In- 
formants according to what is contained 3 in the 
5 Eleventh Article. e „„ 


in the Morn- 


0 A. XIX. That in Caſe a any laptomeanens is. 
© Propoſed to be made in ſuch Societies, the 
_ ame ſhall be laid before the Prefident, and 
5 ſuch Members of both Committees as are Tz 
| ks ent 


5 L 


. = 
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3% ſent at the Monthly Audit of Accounts ; ; and 
that a Committee ſhall be choſen from among 
the Societies for that Occaſion, only to wait 


upon the Preſident and the other Members of 


' the firſt and ſecond Committee; and after the 
Preſident, and the Members abovementioned, 


have maturely deliberated on the propoſed A. 


terations, the Sentiments of the Preſident and 


Members of the abovementioned Committees 


| ſhall ſtand valid, and admitted as an Order 


amongſt ſuch Societies, | 55 


The Aﬀthor of this la is not. within 5 


Hopes of its being approved of by impartial and 
judicious Readers, as a Contrivance conſiſtent 
and practicable in all its Parts, and will therefore 
deſervedly claim the Approbation of Gentlemen 

of the grave and reverend Order of all Chriſtian 


Perſuaſions amongſt us, as its peculiar Friends and 


Advocates; not doubting but the Merits and 
Importance of the Affair will influence them to 


exert themſelves as ſuch; by w which Means 
they will, in all Probability, be be the effectual 


N Infiraments of Succeſs, of. obtaining either a 


parochial Collection, or a voluntary Contribu- 


tion of all benevolent Lovers of Religion, Vir- 


tue, Decency, and good Order; becauſe this 
Contrivance is ſuitable and concomitant with all 
religious and moral Deſigns and Purpoſes, that 


have or may be ſet on Foot by the n Is 
__ anden among us. 5 ES | 


* 16 ] 
A (Btonk: raiſed ad thus , en 


5 


2 to the Articles of the Scheme in general, and 
ſo ſupported according to the ninteenth Article 
in particular, cannot fail of being a ſuitable 


and durable Foundation for all the Particulars 


of the Superſtructure intended. How much 
ſuch a Contrivance is wanted in the Publick, 
and how eaſily it may be executed, will be 


plainly ſhewn in the four following general 


ODbſervations, with ſuitable n in 
i the Concluſion. 


* K 3 - 


Obſervation 1 r. It is \ fuſliciently pvident; Giie 


there are many People of working and. retail- 


ing Employments, that flight and diſregard the 
Lord's Day, not only by abſenting themſelves 
from Places of Worſhip on that Sacred Day, 
but likewiſe in that they countenance and en- 
courage their own Cuſtomers, and' entice thoſe 


of others, to poſtpone ' the Saturday s Buſineſs 
till Sunday. As the religious and orderly Part 
of the Community, in Obedience to the Laws 
of God and the Community, ſhut up from all 


Manner of ſecular Buſineſs on the Lord's Day, 


they are naturally impoſed upon and detri- 


mented, in Conſequence of their Obedience 
and Conformity to Religion, Decency and good 


Order ; they are injured in their being de- 
_ prived of the Profits of their reſpective Em- 
ployments, by the licentious and diſorderly 
Part of Ws Ne of thoſe eee, z. nor 


18 


| 


(ap). 


195 al, r great many People, 1 are 


under ſtraitened and indigent Circumſtances, 


: are, contrary to their Liking, obliged to bend 
to the bad Examples of ſuch irreligious Tranſ-. 


gteſſors. It is to be hoped; there needs no 5 


Argument to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of Re- 
dreſs to ſuch Grieyances 5: and Redreſs will be 


i at hand, in caſe this Scheme is countenanced 


d encouraged according to what is contained 


in the + Foun a W Articles Ge the | 


he © 2. This 1 he! of . Buſineſs 
till Sunday, contributes very much to many 


5 3 Conſequences amongſt the meanet and 


ower Ranks of the Populace ; in ſetting this 
forth, we are to., conſider that Saturday at 


Night is the uſual Time of Payment for Work 
and Labour.done in the Week. The Pleaſure of 
| receiving Maney doth often occaſion an Iaclina- 5 


tion to regale with Liquor, which is often con- 
tinued to Exceſs by adding more to too much, 


jo until they cannot hold out any longer againſt 
he united Force of Liquor, and Nature calls 
to Reſt. The undiſſipated Fumes of theic 


Exceſſes make an irreſiſtable Di poſition For 


more Liquor, and ſo a ſecond Onſet of Drink- 


ing is forthwith complied with, and continued 


regardleſs of the Day, or the irkſome Miferies of 
their craving Families at home, Such Doings 


g often repeated, habituates them to un- 


Bel Shifts, to give Eaſe to their wretched _ 
'G 3 5 


Con- 
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Condition, which ofter ends i in temporal Dif : 
aſters, and but mall | Hopes of eternal TROP N 


3 neſs. = | 
* 5 9 I * f | 1 155 
L = oP The FEI ind ud eighth Articles of ihe Saen 
© will very well enable People of all Circum- 


ſtances to proſecute Delinquents here aimed at, 
without any Expence, and very little Loſs of 

1 5 Time, by which Means we have a rational |. 

{OT RS Foundation for ExpeQations of Succeſs, becauſe | 

that all Parties aggrieved have no leſs Motives 

1 to proſecute than Duty, Self. Intereſt, and juſt 
Reſentment, and all without any W to 

ſpirit them up to Diligence. | _— 


- Obferv. 3 . Beſides thoſe of the ſorabiſh Dit. 
1 poſition. e, the Vouth of the 
Age do vey much increaſe the numberleſs 
n | Crowds of Breakers and Profaners of the 
= Lord's Day; their Levity and Gaiety, when 
=  _ together in Company, prompts them oftner to 
W/ - 2 Glaſs than a moderate Refreſhment doth re- 
= quire; and is often continued until Reaſon is 
vſurp'd by a kind ef Infanity, vifibly diſplayed 
in Inſults, Squabling, Battling g open and loud, 
; 1” a Shame to be ſeen and ſuffered in a Chriſtian. 
Nation, on the Lord's Day: But ſuch-Doings 
are more frequent on that Day than en any 
other Day of the Week; nor do they fail, 
| like other Vices, to bring Poniſhments along 
* chem, F 0 Diſlocations, 'F wha 
u- 


: which Means the Breac 


7; — cadet Wo 
: Que, Pu Copſtitutions, wle | 
* fatal Eifects of their Obſeenery. | 


- Thus the juvenile Stage of aka Life, in 
many Inſtances, paſſeth away deprived of hat 
Cultivation of Mind expreſs d and intended in 

their Chriſtian nation, = The Loſs of Im- 
ptovement of this precious Part of human Life 
zs the greater, becauſe in this juvenile Stage of 

Time, * Faculties of the Mind are more ſuſ- - 
ceptible of good and orderly Habits, than in 
any ſucceeding Part of their Life, The Ma- 

ſters or Parents, or any others, whoſe Domi- 

nion or Power they are e commonly chaſ- 
tize ſuch young Folks with high Words, or 
hard Blows, for ſuch Offences ; but this Me- 
thod of Reſentment is not always practicable, 


becauſe the Servant may have the Advantage cf 


the Maſter in Activity, Strength, and Skill in 
Battling, Thoſe of ſuch Qualities are gene- 
rally untameable by Battling ; they are upon | 
ſuch Occaſions. apt to re ml Force by Force, by 
is often widened by 
tze Maſter's exerting his Power, in inflicting 
Puniſhment in the Houſe of Correction; but 
- ſuch ignominious Confinement and Puniſhment 
doth often prove. a raſh as well as a rugged 
Remedy, it making bad worſe rather than any 
Thing of a Remedy or Amendment. But in 
ſuch Caſes where the Maſter may exert his 
Authority without Controul, bruiſing Chaſtiſe- 
ments doth often occaſion. revengeful Reſents 
| 0 C.2 ä 


. - ( 5 ) 

gies bi tee bas, in « ſky 8 Silence e; 
and often put in Practice with mere Damage | 

to themſelves than their Maſters ; ſuch as} de- 
ſerting their Maſter's Service, with 'Recourſo 205 
to Sea. Service, or Land Army; the commen 
Receptacles of run- away Servahts: Suebh 

Chaſtiſements may ſatiate the [Maſter's Reſ nt 
ment, but ſeldom amount to à Neredy; they 
may flip bear againſt the Effect, but very | 
rarely- covet 0 ag rooteth out the Cauſe, 59 wr 0 
POOR 1 keine a 
. "The Schem A ende Confiderition; may, 
by the Ways and Means propoſed in the Ses 
quel, effectually ſupport à Method much pre- 
ferable to all Intents and Purpoſes af Maſters 
and Servants, than that commonly. made Uſe 
of by bruiſing Chaſtiſements, or other rugged 
Nene ng the Method is as followeth : ne 
any Servant, or any ho are any ways e | 
dent on Maſters, Parents, or any whoſe Tui : 
tion and Care they are under, have tranſgreſſed 
by breaking or profaning the ELort's De,” all | 
Chaſtiſements ſhall be alpended- and forgiven, 
in caſe the offending Party doth make a full 
and true Diſcovery of | the Place or Places 
where he or they were entertained; either in 
Time of Divine Service, or untimely: Hours at 
h To this Purpoſe, it will be neceſſary; 
| that all Maſters or Miſtreſſes, or Heads of Fa- 
milies, who are Well-wiſhers to Religion, De- 

cency, or good Order, ſbafl evety Monday 
5 examine all weh Setvants that ave. 


| OG "ta 21 * 5 . 
— in that Way, -what. Houle they 
were: —_ and who were with them in Com- 
pany, and any other Queſtions: that may be 
judged: requiſite to obtain a full and plain Con- 
feffion 5 and when the Servant hath made this 

ſatisſactory Conſeſſion to his Maſter, Parent, or 
any on their Behalf, the Servant ſhall ſet his 


11. 


Name or Mark to the Anſwers lie made to his 
Mlaſter or Parent, '*&c, This being done, the 
Malter or Parent ſhalb either go themſelves, or 


cauſe any one whom they may truſt to attend 
tlie abovementioned Servant to ſuch a Society, 
that is neareſt to the Houſe where the ſaid 
Servant was entertained, repugnant to the Law 
of God and the Community. / This muſt be 
done on Monday or Tueſday, where' the Ser- 
var will) be ready attending to go before a 
Magiſtrate, and deftay all Expenee of. Affida- 
vits or Summonſes, in order to r. ute a. 
. N 1 "rig A Fg 3 0 1 | 
9 + 12h! x ir 07 e an 
: ries 70 aby way of — that 
all Chaſifement or Correction, by Blows or 
otherwiſe, ſhall be ſuſpended and forgiven, in 
caſe the Delinquent Servant doth truly and 
fully anſwer the Maſter's Queſtions as above- 
mentioned, ſo as to conceal nothiag from his 
Mlaſter in what he interrogates him about; but 
if the tranſgrefling Servant doth through Ob- 
ſtinacy or Stubborneſs deny the Truth; in this 
Caſe then, the Maſter ought and may [reaſſurge 
his —_ to — and weich double 


N k Stripes, | 


Je 


0 . 
stripes; becauſe his Stubborneſs or Diſi genuitp 
vill well deſerve ſuch Uſage; 
ſafe in concealing ſuch. Things EN his Ma- 
ſter; becauſe his — may not be all 
cqually reſolute in concealing the Truth from 
their Maſters. Therefore it would do well, 
that all ſuch Maſters as have made Enquiry a 
according to the Method here laid down, would 


communicate to the Maſters of ſuch Servants 


that were in Company according to the Infor- 
mation obtained by any one Maſter; this, will 
_ contribute very much to prevent the conceal- 
ing the Truth from any Maſters. Enquiry. 
From what hath been obſerved in the ſecond 

and third general Obſeryatians, it plainly ap- 

peareth, — all Houſes of Entertainment will 
rere into Conformity and Obedience 
to the Laws of the Community, made- againſt 
che breaking and profaning of the Lord's B Day; 
that is, ſo far as the Laws now extant. will 
ſupport the Scheme here under Conſideration; 
But that ſupplementary Additions and Amend- 
ments to thoſe Laws are exceedingly wanted, 
will more — 21 appear from 70 nd ber n 

_ Oblervation. . 


ohe, The Method 8 Iban ro ap- 
phi g this Scheme, to redreſs the Grievances 
— middling and lower Ranks of the Popu- 
| hace of this ee. is plainly pointed. out 
in the firſt, ſecond, and third general Obſer- | 
ations. n this fourth general Obſervation, we 


_advance 


* * 
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9 To nce to Delinquents who are Gentlemen 
Nank and Fortune, and are Maſters of 


E great Branches of Trade and Buſineſs, with 
the enriching Gains of the Six Days Labour 
and Traffick, they wilfully break in upon the 
Sabbaths of the Lord, by obliging their Ser- 

vants to toil and ſlave on the Lord's Day, there- 


by depriving their Servants of the ingſtimable 


Bleffings of divine Worſhip, and the mgſt va- 


lhuable Opportunities of acquiring Cbriſtian 


Knowledge by Preaching, Thus they have 


gone on for many Years, repugnant to the 


| Laws of God and the Community, as 'if their 
Grandeur gave Sanction to their Tranſgreffion ; ; 


but who are they upon Earth, that dare tram- 


ple under Foot the facred Laws of the Al- 
mighty Sovereign of the Univerſe, and ”—_ 


to cape with Impunity Here or hereafter 3 
The Legilature have given e Proofs of 


| their Readineſs to act in Conformity to the 
Laws of God and the Community, by the 
Laws they have already made, and will be un- 

_ doubtedly ready, if proper Endeavours are made, 
to grant ſuch ſupplementary Additions and 


Amendments to thoſe Laws, as are requiſite to 
corroborate and ſtrengthen thoſe already made, 


in order to make the Intention efficacious to a 
viſible Reformation. Amongſt the ſeveral 


Amendments that may be wanted in the three 


former Obſervations, there will be a Neceſſity 5 
1 Tor a as * inlarged to over-bal- 


| lance 
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Infatuation enſueth png oh bad Example af 
thoſe who. have ncither Remorſe nor Check of 

Conſcience, in violating the Laws of God and 
the Community therefore a Penalty ſufficient- 
ly. enlarged, and equally, exerted againſt all 
without E. "would. effect that Work 

that is ſo much wanted, and would redound 
to the Honour and Praiſe 18 nge 5 


Obferv. 5. 12 — chat any La 
| Additions or Amendments are . of the 
Legiſlature: to this Scheme, there may be a 

« Clauſe or Clauſes made to. impower ſuch 80- 
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4 | * cieties as are conſtituent Parts of this Scheme, 
do apply and execute What is contained in the 
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ſecond and third Obſervations, on any Day of 
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Obſervations. we — = an 


ig 14 a 


+” - IO * 
2 


— n a 


>= arte weigh 


s eee 2, eg 0 A 
r 99 ray" Oe eee . ̃˙—˙ Cee. A 3 te 
"4 ” 
5 


—— 


— — a A. Eon aac 


3 
8 


nir ¾˙ͤf 


Fry 
Comemianity: they always were, and we may 
believe always will be, the certain Preſages of 
approaching Judgments and Calamities. We 
have a Proof of this in- Part amongſt ourſelves 
of late Years ; the Share we had in the late 


bloody and expenſive War abroad by Sea and 
Land, did not only exhauſt our national Trea- 
ſure, but likewiſe deprived many Families of their 
neareſt and deareſt Relations, Here we may 
turn our Thoughts on the late unnatural Re- 
| bellion ; unnatural indeed! to fee Acquain- 


tance, Relations, and even thoſe of a near Af- 


finity in Blood, unſheathing and ſtaining their 


Swords in the Blood and Deſtruction of one 
another. To this we may add the Mortality of 


our Cattle; a Calamity that fell heavy and hard 
upon the Proprietors, and in general injurious to 


the Community. That fince theſe Calamities, we 


have had ſhocking Monitors by Earthquakes : 


How terrible was the Amazement for us to 
find ourſelves all of a ſudden tottering upon the 
Brink of Eternity, and like to have been, in a 


Minute, whilſt we enjoyed Life and Health, 
ſwallowed up and buried in Chaos, ſo pungent- 


ly diſaſtrous bad our Chaſtiſements like to have 


been. 


But what were they, when we conſider and 


compare them to the inexpreſſible Miſeries of 


an endleſs Eternity, which will be the inevit- 


able Fate of every Individual, who hath wil- 
"_ gone on, and continued in diſregarding 
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and profaning the 98 Day; the Day that 


all Chriſtian Churches commemorate the Reſur- 


rection of Chrif ; the glorious Day, when the 
ſtupendous Condeſcenſion of God diſplayed it- 
ſelf in compleating and perfecting the great and 
moſt important Work of our Redemption, and 


is conſequently the grandeſt Inſtance of his 5 


benign Benevolence to Mankind; greater than 


that of the Creation of the World. The week- 


ly Return of this moſt precious Comemoration, 


_ ought to be to all Chriſtians as a ſolemn Sum- 


mons for us to attend the Preſence of God in 
his Church, where all that come with honeſt 


and ingenuous Hearts, pliant to the Motions of 


Grace, will be ſure to be ſupported againſt their 
ſwerving Frailties, and be continued in a pro- 


greſſive Way to one of the many Manſions, 


the moſt precious Receptacles of all bleſſed 
Spirits. Who that is attached to ſacred Revela- 


tion, and doth maturely conſider what hath 
been here offered to his Conſideration, can for- 


bear to rouſe and reſolve on a ſpeedy Recourſe 
to ſuch Ways and Means as will be moſt con- 
ducive to reconcile Heaven to us; if the Ways 
and Means here propoſed are defective in their 
Opinion, it is full and high Time to ſet about 
ſomething better adapted to promote the Pur- 
poſes herein propoſed. So good a, Cauſe eſ— 
pouſed with Heart and Hand, will undoubted- 


ly make us the Favourites at Heaven, and be 


2dmitted to enjoy thoſe Bleflings promiſed by 
the Oracles of God. of old to their omg: 
aries, 


at 
I- 


_ raries, on Condition of their religious Obſer- 


627 


vance of the Sabbaths of the Lord. Then ſhall 
we of this Nation be the happy Inſtruments of 


divine Providence, in detecting Vice and Im- 


morality, and promoting of Religion and Vir- 


tue, from which we ſhall have a good Foun- 
5 dation for Expectations, and Hopes of ſeeing 
Tranquility and Halcyon Days take Place of 


Judgments and Calamities, and the Frowns of 


Heaven change into ſmiling Providences on this 


Land and Nation, | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


M 0 NGS T the ſeveral unſucceſsful 

Attempts that have been made to pro- 
mote and invigorate the Execution of the Laws 
againſt the breaking and profaning of the 


Chriſtian Sabbath, or Lord's Day, there was 


none that had ſuch ſeeming Probabilities of Suc- 
ceſs, as that which was ſet on Foot by the 
moſt worthy and honourable Society for Re- 
formation of Manners. Their Dignity and 
Influence, eaſily obtained the Authority of Con- 
ſtables to be beſtowed on thoſe who they de- 
ſigned to employ to put the Laws in Execution 
againſt Delinquents. Theſe Advantages made 
the Undertaking appear formidable to the Pub- 


lick, and had the good Effect to overawe the 


Populace into a Conformity and Obedience to 
Decency and Order on the Lord's Day, for 
ſome Time; but notwithſtanding all this, 
Experience plainly ſhewed, that ſuch a Founda- 


tion could not bear the Superſtructure intended; 


the Ways and Means were ſo weak, that it is 
ſomewhat ſurprizing that ſuch an inconſiſtent 
Contrivance could eſcape the Diſcernment of 
ſo many eminent Judges that conſtituted that 


honparable * How could it be imagined 


; | | . that 


1 


5 that any . that could be employed or 


appointed by that honourable Society, could 


ſpread, extend, and plant themſelves with Suc- 
ceſs againſt the numberleſs Numbers of an epi- 
demical Delinquency. The more thoſe occa- 
ſional Conſtables exerted themſelves in Duty, 
their Enemies increas'd, until at laſt they com- 
bined and reſolved to repel Force by Force, 
which produced the Overthrow of that Deſign 


for a Reformation. Here we ſee that legal 


Authority, for Compulſion is not always prac- 
ticable without what we may call auxiliary 
Helps, 1. e. political Contrivances, properly 
concerted and adapted to the Flaws and De- 
fects that ſometimes are to be found in Laws 


made. The Drift and Deſign of the Scheme 


here propoſed to the Publick in this Scheme; 
there is no Occaſion for Numbers of Men 
coming againſt the licentious and profligate, nor 
no Repulſe from any Quarter, but every Thing 
will be conducted with Peace and Quietneſs, 
without any perſonal Danger. The Perſon ag- 

grieved hath his Information near him, and by 
Recourſe to the Societies he will be ſure of 
Redreſs; and as thoſe Societies are eſſential in 
this Contrivance, it will be proper to ſtrength- 
en them as much as is poſſible, which affords 
Matter ſor the ſecond Paragraph of this Poſt- 

ſcript. | 


Art. II. That in caſe this Scheme is counte- | 


nanced and encouraged, and ſu pplementary Ad- 
| ditions 


(>) 


A and Amendments endeavoured for, it | 


will de highly requiſite, amongſt other Things, 

that. all Pariſhes who are within the Bounds of 
Inſpection of ſuch Societies, ſhall be obliged to 
chuſe their Clerk, Sexton, Beadles, and Ma- 
ſter of Work-houſes out of ſuch Societies ; this 


will occaſion all People of Circumſpection and 
Forecaſt, of all Pariſhes, to enter themſelves 
Members of ſuch Societies, by which Means 


the Societies will be very much fapported and 


ſtrengthened, to the Good and Welfare of the 
Publick in general, ud all ſuch Pariſhes in - 


pt mn 
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